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Sankofa, Ceramic Tales from Africa

The research

Based on field trips mainly undertaken 2005-6
to Tunisia, Morocco, Ghana and South Africa by
Moira Vincentelli, the exhibition explores how
contemporary ceramics in Africa are adapting
and responding to new situations. The research
was a collaboration with Manchester Museum
where the exhibition was originally shown. It
was supported with funding from the British
Academy.

The exhibition design

Gwenllian Ashley and Stuart Evans, of Ceredigion
Museum have acted as consultants for the
display in the Aberystwyth exhibition. The layout
is intended to convey the travel and collecting
activity that was central to the research.
Alongside the ceramics, we have included
images, colours and objects to suggest the

creative way that materials are used and often

re-cycled in many parts of Africa today.

The exhibition name

Sankofa is a word from the Twi language of West
Africa that suggests the idea of ‘learning from the
past to move forward to the future’ The concept
is represented by a mythic bird arching its neck
backwards often with an egg in its mouth. This
popular symbol can be seen in metalwork, or as

a printed image on textiles and even in ceramic

form as in Case 1




